
May 19 2016 
Dear Mr Gentleman, 
  
I am responding to your letter posted recently on the Giralang Residents Action Group facebook 
page and have forwarded you below my previous correspondence to politicians on this matter. 
  
You stated that your policy is that all local supermarkets can be no more than 1000m2 to “ensure 
the viability of all local shops”. 
  
Mr Gentleman, there are no small shops within walking distance of Giralang by any stretch of the 
imagination.  They are on the opposite side of Kaleen.  I would estimate about 40 minutes’ walk 
from my home in the centre of Giralang to any small shops which is much further than the former 
Supabarn (now Coles) which is about a 20 minute brisk walk.  The 1,500m2 centre with Woolworths 
will not take away any business from small shops in Kaleen from Giralang residents – that business 
would have gone to the Supabarn/now Coles which is closer whether on foot or in car and cheaper 
than the smaller shops. 
  
Further, all those small shops claiming to fear from the Woolworths are much closer to the existing 
Supabarn/now Coles.  Their potential customers seeking cheaper prices would already be going to 
the Supabarn/now Coles.  It is closer than the Woolworths would be.  Those smaller shops won’t 
lose any more business to Woolworths in Giralang than they were already losing to Supabarn. 
  
The only supermarket operator who is going to be affected by a Woolworths in Giralang is the 
Coles.  And Woolworths and Coles can and should be allowed to compete with each other as much 
as possible. 
  
The Supabarn in Casey is around 7.5km drive from the centre of Giralang and is impossible to walk to 
(not just distance but you’d have to cross the Barton highway).  How can they argue they have 
something to fear from a Woolworths in Giralang, especially since they are happy to exist beside an 
Aldi offering much cheaper prices? 
  
If you insist on a 1000m2 size limit for Giralang, you are not “ensuring the viability of local 
shops”.  You are ensuring the failure of Giralang’s shops because an IGA or similar cannot compete 
against a Coles in Kaleen and an Aldi and Supabarn in Casey.  The owner probably won’t even be 
able to find anyone to lease the premises if they do build the centre.  By continuing to block our 
shops, and insist on a smaller size without Woolworths, you are ensuring we can have nothing but 
apartments on the shops site. 
  
A Woolworths for Giralang can and will compete successfully against Coles and Aldi and ensure 
choice and convenience and lower prices for both Giralang residents and the surrounding residents 
including the new suburb of Lawson who will also need somewhere to shop. 
  
I would also like you to answer the question of whether the currently half built shops are based on 
your new rule of 1000m2 or are they based on 1,500m2?  If the shops are only 1,000m2, why has 
work stopped and why is there continued legal action?  If the shops are based on the APPROVED 
1,500m2, what on earth is your justification for changing the rules retrospectively on a half built 
development.  How on earth can developers/builders/residents etc have any confidence in your 
government if you stop a half built approved development costing millions, that is appalling.  You 
could send the developers and owners broke by forcing them to demolish their works... on top of 10 
years of no income. 
  



Supabarn have no justification for their continued legal action, if they ever did, now that they no 
longer own Kaleen Supabarn.  If they are exploiting a legal loophole, change the law.  That’s your job 
as a politician. 
  
I question the ACT government’s agenda in first supporting the shops, approving them and now 
seemingly being dead against Giralang getting anything...  not even talking to us or consulting with 
us...  we all know Jon Stanhope had a personal relationship with Supabarn’s owners... prove that the 
ACT Government’s backflip is not due to corruption.  
  
Regards, 
 

 

From a Giralang Resident 


